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black silk, embroidered round the margins with Kunin texts
in letters of gold, and of a curtain of the same design and
colour. Two of these pieces of silk go to cover each one of
the outer walls. They are hung from the corners on long
silver loops. The curtain is used to drape the silver-plated
door, and falls to the ground from a rod of solid silver
beautifully chased.

The *' Square House/* or Ka'bah, stands almost in the
centre of the Harem, rather nearer to the west than to the
east. The ground whereon it lies is accounted holy, since
it was here that Adam, after his expulsion from the Garden
of Eden* first worshipped his Creator, a tent being sent
down from heaven for "the purpose. This act of grace on
the part of the heavenly hosts was the compassionate result
of a conference over which the Archangel Gabriel had pre-
sided. There was substituted for the tent by Adam's son
Seth a structure of clay and stone which was rebuilt at a
later period, under the superintendence of Abraham and
Ishmacl his son. So much for the legendary history of the
house. The task of restoring the sacrecl edifice, in the time
of Ignorance, fell to the lot of the four chief tribes of Arabia.
It was rebuilt by the Kuraish, a few years after
Muhammad's birth, and was destroyed by the torrents
thirty-five years after its completion. Then ensued an
intertribal war, each of the clans claiming for itself a com-
plete side of the house which should face its tents, till the
cause of strife was settled by an agreement among the con-
tending tribes to accept the arbitration of Abu-Amid,
the chief of the Kuraish. The decision of Abu-Amid
was that the tribes should abide by the determination of
the man who, on the following Friday afternoon, should be
the first to leave the mosque. So haphazard an arrange-
ment was bound to appeal to the sportsmanlike instinct of
a race that has been ever wont to test the wisdom of its